SO YOU WANT TO FOSTER A BORDER COLLIE?

Rocky Mountain Border Collie Rescue - Colorado

www.rockymountainbcrescue.org

 
Q. What does it mean to "foster" a dog? 
Temporary homes are needed for rescued dogs until permanent homes are found. Temporary homes are called foster homes. When foster homes are not available, the dogs must be boarded or kenneled. The rescue learns more about a dog's habits, likes and dislikes, and behaviors when he is in a foster home. Foster care providers evaluate the dogs in every day living situations. And, some foster caregivers may even work on obedience training, housetraining, and behavior modification. 
When RMBCR rescue dogs are in foster care, RMBCR pays all medical expenses. The foster home provides food and love. Foster homes are screened just like potential permanent homes. Sometimes, foster homes end up adopting a dog they foster. 

Fostering dogs is a very rewarding experience. Rescue dogs blossom in foster care and go on to become cherished family companions once placed in their permanent homes. Foster homes are in short supply. Please consider fostering one of our homeless Border Collies 

Q: I am interested in fostering a rescue Border Collie. What does that entail?

If you look at our web site, at the dogs available and the successful adoptions, you will see how many dogs have been through our care and evaluation, and there are many more we have had to turn away because we just do not have the space to put them all.

Fostering a Border Collie is a very important step towards successful adoption, and a big commitment in time and effort. We offer the following paragraphs outlines the kinds of things that would be expected of you, then a short description of the kind of dogs that come into rescue. Hopefully this will help you to decide if this is something you would like to commit to.

Most of the dogs that come into our program are either from animal shelters (the majority) having been "at large" or having been turned in by their owners. They are often quite traumatized and often have some problems to overcome before they are ready for a second chance in life.

As a foster guardian, you would take into your care a dog that had, first of all, been evaluated by one of our experienced rescue members. The dog would have been spayed/neutered, vaccinated, tested for heartworms and put on preventative, and treated for any other medical condition. We would try as far as possible to place a dog with you that would be compatible with your family, your own dog, and your home situation.
Usually, if you do not have one, we would lend you a crate so that the dog could spend time inside the house with you and your family. This is essential, not only to aid with housetraining, but also to give the dog a secure place to retreat to.

A foster home should prepare the dog for a normal life as a family pet. We would like you to socialize and evaluate the dog and keep in close touch with us--we will always be available for help and advice. If any problems arose that you could not deal with, such as unexpected fear biting, aggression, separation anxiety, and so on, we would certainly try to find an alternative arrangement, but we do ask that you expect to follow through with your commitment until the dog is adopted, which can take any where from several weeks to several months.

The dog is advertised on the Internet, with a full description and pictures. We monitor all applications and follow up on references and home visits, and interview potential adoptees. We encourage the foster family to take part in the interview and determine if this would be the right family for the dog in their care. All expenses, with the exception of food, will be borne by our rescue organization, such as medical expenses, crates (if necessary).

As to the dogs involved: if you are more used to a Border Collie mix, we could try to place a mix with you as a foster. Most (but not all) of the mixes tend not to be so "intense" and work oriented (high energy!) as purebred Border Collies, although you are welcome to choose either.
Q: What are the foster qualifications?
To be a foster home, you must love the breed, be very patient, and be willing to spend time working with your foster dog. You should be open minded about training methods and use positive reinforcement. 
As a foster guardian, you will observe your foster dog's temperament, behavior, and manners. It is important to write this information down for the future adoptive family. Often a dog from a shelter needs to be housebroken. We strongly suggest crate-training and can provide information if needed. Ask the group for help if you are unsure of how to handle a situation or training issue. 
In addition to housebreaking, you might need to teach your dog not to steal food off the kitchen counter, to stay off the furniture, or to get along with other animals. If your foster dog is over-exuberant, you will need to teach him to sit for praise instead of knocking over your visitors. Or, if you have a very shy pup, you must socialize him in such a way that he can overcome his fear of strangers, and enjoy visiting with your friends. Foster guardians are asked to bring their foster dogs to any functions scheduled where they and their foster dogs can meet potential adopters. 
Sometimes people are afraid to foster because they are afraid of becoming too attached to their foster "child" who they will have to give up. Foster families need to keep their goals in mind. When you are a foster home, you save the lives of many dogs. When you place your foster dog, it leaves a space for another who needs you desperately. As wonderful as it is to adopt, (and we are always looking for loving adoptive homes) adoption saves only one or two dogs. Fostering saves many more! 
Agreements
All foster Border Collies in our program are the sole property of Rocky Mountain Border Collie Rescue-Colorado.
All medical bills are paid by RMBCR. Foster Border Collies are not to be treated by unauthorized veterinarians, except in the case of emergencies. Expenses resulting from unauthorized routine care may become the responsibility of the foster parent. Contact RMBCR authorized representative for authorization.
Foster parents agree to provide the foster Border Collie with good food and fresh water, love and affection, soft, comfy beds and pillows, and lots of guidance, supervision, and training.
Foster parents play an important role in the placement/adoption process and will be asked to talk to and meet with prospective families
If you are interested in becoming a foster parent, download a foster application from www.rockymountainbcrescue.org, or email bordercollierescue@earthlink.net for more information.
 
